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fleet, he demolished Old Tyre, as it was then
called, and with the stones brought from thence
built a mole or causeway of two hundred feet
in breadth, extending all the way from the con-
tinent to the island." The difficulties which im-
peded this work, and the determinedperseverance
with which it was carried on amidst obstacles
of so formidable a kind, are admirably described
by the historian; and the description of the va-
rious operations of the siege leave one in doubt
whether the fearless valour of the Macedonians
or the. obstinate bravery of* the Tynans deserved
most to be admired.*
Strabo speaks most decidedly of Tyrus as an
island, and enumerates the principal features of
its local positions, and its great celebrity at the
period of his writing, which was foil three cen-
turies after its siege, t
*<I)iodorus Siculus, 1. xvii. c. 4.   A. C. 330.
t " Tyrus tota insula est> ac fere eodem modo habitata, quo
AraduSj ad continentem aggere earn adnectente, *et cum
Alexander earn obsideret. Portus duos habet, alterum clausum,
alt;erum -apertuni, quem Egyptium vocant. Dicunt in ea
domos altiores fieri, quam Romas, ideo etiam parum abfuit
aliquando, quin tota urbs terrse motibus deleretur. Cladem
accepit ab Alexandro expugnata. Has tamen calamitates
onmes superavitj et se recollegit cum navigationibus, qua re
Phoenices semper aliis prsestitere, turn purpururam captura
Tyria enim purpura optima omnium perhibetur, ac piscatio
ipsa proxima est; et csetera cuncta, quse ad inficiendas vestes
pertinent, in promptu sunt. At tametsi maxima hujus modi